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SUMMARY
Two specific schemes are proposed for the roads west of the
Lewisham/Greenwich borough boundary that are also bound by
Eltham Road A20, Burnt Ash Road A2212 and the railway line
east from Lee Station:
1. Introduce a controlled parking zone.
2. To close down vehicle access at three points.
Similar schemes are also suggested for adjacent roads to the
south and west of this area. The impact on other streets further
afield is discussed.
The two specific schemes proposed are the inevitable
consequence of increasing vehicle usage and its impact on health
and wellbeing. These schemes are low cost and have a very high
positive impact for approximately 10,000 Lewisham residents.
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INTRODUCTION
Commuter drivers tend to take the path of least resistance when making their journeys and
this results in residential streets being used to avoid delays on the main roads. The
consequence is compromised safety and increased levels of air and noise pollution where
people live and should expect peace and calm. Commuter parking in residential streets has
a similar impact on pollution levels or on other people’s safety, health or wellbeing. These
schemes address both these issues swiftly and effectively while providing additional income
for Lewisham Council.
These two schemes work together. A parking solution alone may simply result in drivers
being able to increase their speed and encourage more rat running and would likely involve
an uglier controlled parking zone with many additional signposts on footpaths, painted parking
bays and yellow lines. Alternatively, stopping the rat running alone would make commuter
parking easier and fail to seize the opportunity to improve our environment.
There is now an opportunity to transform our streets into places that are safer, quieter,
cleaner, healthier and more pleasant. This proposal has a high impact in all those areas while
costing little to install and maintain. By looking both at rat running and parking together we
can transform streets that all lie less than 390 metres from three of London’s arterial roads
(A20, A205 and A2212).
The specific area discussed in this proposal is bound on the north by A20 Eltham Road, on
the east by A20 Sidcup Road, to the south by the railway line east from Lee Station and to
the west by A2212 Burnt Ash Road.
This triangle of arterial roads creates an area of 50 hectares (half a square kilometre) which
is one of the most polluted groups of residential streets of a similar size anywhere in
Lewisham borough. All of the households in this area experience annual average nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) levels of between 37 and 43µg/m3 (40µg/m3 being the EU limit for the
protection of human health). This, and other pollutants, is causing long term damage to
health and can cause early death.
There has been an increase in traffic movements caused by changes in economic and social
activity. Combined with the increase in parking pressures on our streets there has been a
significant and rapid deterioration in our residential environment.
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COMMUTER PARKING
The introduction of controlled parking in neighbouring streets and around other rail stations (particularly at
Blackheath and Kidbrooke) has pushed many more parked vehicles on to our streets. The traffic measures
outlined in the rat running proposal gives the opportunity to create a controlled parking zone (CPZ) that
only requires signage at the small number of entry points and very little other changes to the road
environment.
Urgent and acute issues of safety and access have been identified through consultations of residents. A
parking stress survey has been commissioned to confirm the obvious consequence of leaving such a small
number of roads available for commuter parking. Displaced commuter parking is having an acute impact on
access to properties due to the high number of individual crossovers.
In July 2014 Lewisham Council consulted households for the proposed introduction of a CPZ to be called
Lee Green West. The consultation only included households as far east as Leyland Road. Residents in the
following roads have never been consulted regarding controlled parking:
Cambridge Drive
Dorville Road (odds from 15, evens from 60)
Millbank Way
Osberton Road
Silk Close
Rose Way
Upwood Road (odds 27 to 93, evens 14a to 66)
Woodville Close
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SPECIFIC PROPOSAL REGARDING COMMUTER PARKING
Introduce a new controlled parking zone (CPZ) in the roads bound by the borough boundary, the railway
line east from Lee rail station, Burnt Ash Road and Eltham Road. All parking in the streets included would
be limited to residents and their visitors during a period of the day. The proposal is that this period should
be from 12.30pm to 2.30pm, Monday to Saturday. It is further proposed that following the example of other
new CPZs in Lewisham that this simple scheme does not require the painting of parking bays or single yellow
lines and involves only a small number of signs and very few new sign posts.
Depending on the detail of which private roads are included in the scheme then, at its simplest, there would
only be signs at the “entrances” to the small road network in Dorville Road (close to its junction with Burnt
Ash Road) and Upwood Road (close to its junction with Burnt Ash Road). Lewisham Council has introduced
this type of controlled parking recently in Ladywell (Algiers Road and Veda Road) and Mountsfield Park (the
road network leading in from Oakley Drive).
The specific restriction times are based on survey responses that took into account:
• The restrictions of the roads west of Burnt Ash Road (Lee Green West CPZ 10am to noon). This will
allow those who use or work in the shops, businesses and medical facilities in Burnt Ash Road to manage
their parking.
• The safe parking of cars for the dropping off and collection of children attending Colfe’s School (ages 3
to 18) located in Upwood Road.
• The use of the roads as storage for commercial vehicles at weekends.
The map below details the location and examples of the types of signs that could be used. The map also shows the vehicle access
restrictions proposed in the rat running scheme.
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For information, the complete list of roads in the proposal is shown below together with the legal status of
who decides if a road is included or not.
INFORMATION
The proposal is the creation of a new controlled parking zone that includes the major
part of the following public highways (roads maintainable at public expense):
Cambridge Drive
Carston Close (not including the unmade part running east, and only accessed, from
the service road in Burnt Ash Road - may become part of a Leegate development)

Dorville Road
Leewood Close (Lewisham Highway Register shows road adopted November 1993)
Leyland Road
Millbank Way
Osberton Road
Upwood Road
The following roads are the responsibility of Lewisham Housing that are, for all intents
and purposes, private
Leybridge Court
Rose Way
Silk Close
Woodville Close
Private roads - the responsibility of the landowner or frontagers
Alanthus Close
Buckden Close
Burnt Ash Road (service road for odd nos. 37 to 81 is unclassified)
Burnt Ash Road (service road for odd nos. 83 to 111 is not maintained by Lewisham
Council)

ADVANTAGES AND EFFECTIVENESS
•

Makes the all the streets safer by reducing vehicle movements made by motorists who are using the
roads to park as part of their commuter journey - there are school entrances within the area and
adjacent to it with a high number of young pedestrians and cyclists.

•

Makes it easier for residents to find parking spaces near their homes – especially at the north end of
Cambridge Drive and the west ends of Dorville Road and Upwood Road but also, increasingly, on all
the roads – being unable to park near their homes can present major difficulties for some residents,
such as parents with young children, people carrying heavy shopping and older people and those less
mobile.

•

Reduces congestion where commuter parking currently narrows the width of the carriageway and
adds significantly to vehicle movements.

•

Increases the use of public transport – there is evidence that many commuters are continuing their
journeys on train services where they could either use buses to get to a rail station or use a station
further down the line (where some of those commuters live). Lee station is now one of very few
Zone Three stations in south-east London that has adjacent streets with no parking controls.

•

Lewisham Council could derive significant income from sales of resident and visitor parking permits
as well as from penalty charge notices. The scheme, as proposed, would be much cheaper to install
and maintain than any other CPZ in the borough.

•

Provides safe manoeuvring space into the streets from driveways.

•

The proposal has a significantly lower number of pavement signs and road painting than any other
CPZ in the borough measured as a proportion of street lengths.
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•

Reduces noise pollution – the reduction in vehicle movements would result in quieter streets with a
consequential lessening in anxiety caused by the nuisance and disturbance.

•

Reduces air pollution levels through fewer vehicle movements.

•

Reduces the habitual use of residential streets for the storage of vehicles by local businesses.

•

There would be no need to mark parking bays or paint yellow lines to indicate this type of parking
restriction - a few smaller signs adjacent to the highway on the footpaths may be needed at intervals
of 40 to 60 metres but these could simply be attached to existing lamp-posts.

•

Residential streets that have a high number of crossovers (to access private property across
footpaths) are unsuitable for the usual type of controlled parking zone as they involve many individual
parking bays and each one requires an adjacent post to carry the parking restriction information.

•

This mix of public and private roads means that the actual detail of the position of the starting points
of the controlled parking zone could include or exclude private roads – the scheme is not dependent
on agreement across all households.

POSSIBLE DISADVANTAGES
•

Residents would need to pay to have a vehicle parked in the street during the controlled hours –
Details of the current charges made by Lewisham Council are shown below in an information
box.
The restriction to two hours in the middle of the day except on Sunday allows for the
maximum advantage to residents to be set against the maximum disincentive to commercial
storage and non-resident commuter use.

•

There would be a knock-on effect on surrounding streets – caused by the further squeezing
commercial storage and non-resident commuter parking. This could be resolved by ensuring there
is no ‘free’ parking for Lee Station north of the A205 South Circular Road. Similar schemes to
complement the specific scheme proposed are shown on the maps below:
INFORMATION
Current cost of resident permit:
£120 a year or £35 for three months. Free permits are available for blue badge
holders. Two vehicles can be put on the same permit. However, at any time only
one vehicle can be parked and using the permit.
Current Lewisham borough visitor permit costs:
One hour
£1.40

Half day (5 hours)
£2.80

One day
£5.60

One week
£20

Hourly permits can be purchased in batches of ten at a reduced rate of £10
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SUGGESTIONS FOR RESIDENTS IN NEIGHBOURING STREETS
It is highly likely that further restrictions on parking around Lee Station will lead to increased
commuter parking in other streets within easy walking distance of Lee Station. Inclusion of
Lewisham residents in these streets would measure their feelings about being part of a CPZ.
Greenwich residents should contact their council with the same concerns.
The map below shows that similar schemes could be introduced that can complement the
proposed scheme and existing CPZs..
For neighbouring Lewisham residents, there are two distinct areas. One is to the west of
Burnt Ash Hill that could be combined with the existing CPZ that covers Dallinger Road and
Holme Lacey Road. The other, to the east of Burnt Ash Hill, would be made up of just Pitfold
Road and Woodyates Road. There is an option to leave the streetscape much as it presently
is with ‘resident only parking beyond this point’ signage. The map also shows a road closure
that would prevent Woodyates Road from becoming an increasing rat run.
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For neighbouring Greenwich residents, it is also possible to create two discreet networks of
roads using road closures that also prevent rat running. The map below shows a suggested
arrangement.

Page 11

RAT RUNNING
Drivers are avoiding hold-ups on the A20 from its junction with Abergeldie Road to its junction with Manor
Park and are using the crossing point of the railway line close to Hither Green Station at Ennersdale Road
to avoid delays along the A205 South Circular Road. Drivers commonly enter and leave this network of rat
runs at Abergeldie Road/A20, Upwood Road/A2212, Dorville Road/A2212 and Cambridge Drive/A20. At
times this reaches levels of over 700 vehicle movements an hour along Upwood Road as this is part of the
most common route taken (Dorville Road is the next most common road used as a rat run).

INFORMATION
What is rat running?
The practice by motorists of using residential side streets instead of the intended
main roads to speed their journeys.
A survey showed that 57% of all cars and vans turning north into Sidcup Road from Clifton’s Roundabout
and not continuing north into Kidbrooke Park Road turned into either Westhorne Avenue service road or
Abergeldie Road. That was approximately 690 drivers of cars and vans from 6.30am to 7.30am, out of a
total of 1,210, that chose to use the rat run. This is the main entry point into the rat runs that this proposal
seeks to close.

INFORMATION
What is a vehicle access restriction?

Closing the road to through traffic usually refers to building a raised curb area
across the road, with an obstruction such as bollards, trees, shrubs or a flower
bed. These schemes usually cost between £7,000 and £14,000 per vehicle access
restriction.
They require a Traffic Regulation Order
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SPECIFIC PROPOSAL REGARDING TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Restrict vehicle access with the construction of structures across the highway at the following locations:
1. The north end of Leyland Road near its junction with Eltham Road
2. North end of Cambridge Drive near its junction with Eltham Road
3. In Upwood Road about midway between its junction with Cambridge Drive and Horn Park Lane at
the borough boundary between nos. 66/70 and 93/95.
The map below shows the approximate positioning of proposed vehicle access restrictions.

= Vehicle access restriction

ADVANTAGES AND EFFECTIVENESS
•

Removes all vehicle through-traffic.

•

Relatively cheap way to reduce traffic volume.

•

Encourages sustainable travel modes.

•

Makes streets more pedestrian friendly.

•

Makes streets more cyclist friendly – the proposal would not restrict cycle movement.

•

Positive contribution to the character of the area, e.g. with trees or artwork – however, this would
increase costs.

•

The vehicle access restriction in Upwood Road would provide a safe crossing point for pupils at Colfe’s
School to access their new ‘forest school’ and playing fields.
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•

Reduces noise pollution – the reduction in vehicle movements would result in quieter streets with a
consequential lessening in anxiety caused by the nuisance and disturbance of the sound of vehicle
movements.

•

Reduces the number of vehicles using
o Cambridge Drive
o Dorville Road,
o Leyland Road,
o Millbank Road,
o Osberton Road,
o Upwood Road

•

Also reduces the number of vehicles using the roads to the west of Burnt Ash Road/Hill. This especially
includes:
o Dallinger Road
o Eastdown Park
o Ennersdale Road
o Fernbrook Road
o Gilmore Road
o Handen Road
o Holme Lacey Road
o Leahurst Road
o Longhurst Road
o Manor Lane (between Holme Lacey Road and Manor Park))
o Manor Park
o Micheldever Road
o Southbrook Road
(the map on the next page (p.15) shows the roads that listed above)

•

Increase in safety – there are also school entrances and two school crossing patrols along these roads
with a high number of young pedestrians and cyclists.
o Brindishe Lee
o Brindishe Manor
o Church of the Good Shepherd
o Colfe’s
o Little Elms
o Rodette Lee
o St Winifred’s Infants
o Trinity Primary
(the map on the next page (p.15) shows the locations of schools, nurseries and scouts/guides)

•

Reduces air pollution levels.

•

There is also an opportunity to return Leyland Road to two-way operation along its length – the inclusion
of a speed table and road narrowing at its junction with Dorville Road should adequately control the risk
of collisions.
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This map shows the roads commonly used in the morning rat run (shown in red). Schools, nurseries and scouts/guides
are also highlighted.

POSSIBLE DISADVANTAGES
•

The creation of three additional “no through roads” where vehicles would have to turn around or reverse
out – the two resulting from splitting Upwood Road are each about 165m long and, depending on the
details of the scheme, the one in Cambridge Drive would be between 155m and 230m long. However,
manoeuvring of vehicles would be made significantly easier with the adoption of parking controls.

•

Some longer motor vehicle journeys for local residents – stopping direct vehicle access to A20 Eltham
Road and A205 Westhorne Avenue from many households west of Horn Park Lane.

•

Emergency services would need to make changes in information given to emergency vehicles responding
to calls.

•

Transport for London (TfL) currently “turn” some route 202 services at Lee Green – they could use
Upwood Road, Cambridge Drive/Leyland Road and Dorville Road as an alternative (the reduction in
street parking and improved double-yellow-line junction control would make this practical).
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SUGGESTIONS FOR RESIDENTS IN NEIGHBOURING STREETS
For Lewisham residents in neighbouring streets to the east of Burnt Ash Hill (Pitfold Road
and Woodyates Road) a very similar scheme could operate – the map on page 11 explains
possible positioning of a road closure.
The roads to the west of Burnt Ash Hill will see a substantial decrease in car and van drivers
rat running if road closures are put in place in Leyland Road, Cambridge Drive, Upwood Road
and Woodyates Road. The map on the previous page (p.15) shows how these roads are part
of the network of morning rat runs.
Rat running in the adjacent streets to the east, in Greenwich borough, could also be reduced
if vehicle access was restricted at the south end of Horn Park Lane (north) near its junction
with Westhorne Avenue (residential access service road only) and the introduction of a noright-turn restriction at the west end of Abergeldie Road at the junction with Horn Park Lane.
The map below shows the approximate positioning.
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CONCLUSION
There is some urgency in adopting these schemes. The rapid increase seen in the usage of
our streets for both rat running and commuter parking has been caused by changes made
elsewhere, but the direction of travel is inevitable. The early adoption of these combined
schemes will prevent less palatable schemes being forced on to residents at a later date. A
combined scheme such as this avoids the need for ugly and costly street furniture (including
many additional signposts on footpaths and road markings).
There are stresses on our bodies and ill-health and anxiety caused by the behaviour of
commuter drivers. These schemes give an opportunity to improve our environment. These
roads were laid out at the end of the nineteenth century and extended both before and after
the second world war – they were designed as spaces for people to relax and enjoy their
leisure time in a clean, safe and peaceful setting. There is an opportunity now to re-imagine
and re-create those ideas.
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APPENDIX 1

LEE RESIDENTS’ SURVEY
The LiveLee website and Facebook page was set up by a small group of concerned residents in the Upwood
Road, Cambridge Drive and Dorville Road areas of Lee. LiveLee residents were worried about the sudden
acute increase in commuter parking and rat running through local streets and were keen to discuss the issue
with their neighbours to come up with solutions.
The survey followed a leaflet drop on Wednesday 10th May to a small group of streets - Burnt Ash Road
(odds north of Dorville Road), Cambridge Drive, Dorville Road, Leyland Road and Upwood Road (including
Greenwich households). It asked residents to view the site, make comments on the Facebook page and to
complete a survey asking about the issues of commuter parking and rat running, to consider ways of tackling
these issues and to suggest any others.
The survey was set up on line on 10th May. There was immediate interest. In addition to survey responses,
there were e mails to LiveLee where residents made more detailed comments and suggestions. LiveLee had
hit a chord of dissatisfaction with abruptly increasing levels of traffic and commuter parking, but comments
and suggestions were overwhelmingly positive and action-orientated. The residents’ survey form is attached
for information.

SURVEY ANALYSIS
The high levels of interest in LiveLee meant that many respondents to the survey were from outside the
targeted residential area, so this analysis deals with the responses in two parts – residents of the initially
targeted area (Burnt Ash Road (part - odds north of Dorville), Cambridge Drive, Dorville Road, Leyland
Road and Upwood Road) and residents in the wider Lee area. While the targeted responses deal with
increased commuter parking and possible CPZ as well as uncontrolled traffic, the responses across the wider
Lee area illustrate a strong level of residents’ concern and set out possible ways of tackling the issues raised.
A few specific comments drawn from the survey and from more detailed follow up e mail responses are also
included. There is not enough space to include all the interesting and useful comments or the many verbal
responses and suggestions made to us as we distributed leaflets in the target roads.
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TARGETED RESIDENTIAL AREA
Of residents in the targeted area, there was

There was

100% agreement that commuter parking was a problem.

100% agreement in the targeted area that rat running in local streets was a problem.

92% of residents responding to the survey in the targeted area wanted a CPZ.
RESPONSES ACROSS BOTH AREAS
In the wider Lee area, many of the residents that responded to the survey already had controlled parking in
their streets so the CPZ question was not relevant. However, concerns about rat running, speed, accidents
and pollution were significant.
Over

98% of respondents said that their residential roads were used as short cuts to avoid the main

roads.
Over

90% of respondents said cars and vans go too fast along local streets.

Over

80% were worried about pollution caused by traffic rat running through the area.

Over

92% of respondents said speed and amounts of traffic will cause accidents in their residential area.

63% of respondents said they were aware that businesses use local roads to store vehicles.
Over

80% said that at times residential roads in the area can be difficult to cross and they were worried

about the elderly and young children

COMMENTS FROM THE SURVEY
CONCERNS
“Mid-week the parking situation is becoming close to untenable”
“I am very concerned about the speed of the traffic on Cambridge Drive, the lack of visibility and the children
who live here”
“We have 20 mph speed limits but nothing is done to police this”
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“Stop stationary engine running”
“The volume of traffic down such narrow roads frequently leads to incidents of road rage”
“I believe it is only a matter of time before there is a serious accident where someone is trying to pull out
of their drive and is hit by a speeding car coming down the street because your view is so restricted by the
parked cars”
“Concerns about certain traffic measures such as humps and hard engineering effectively unnecessarily
urbanising the street”
“Where I live on Upwood Road, we often get large vans parked either side of our drive, so we have to drive
out 'blind'. A neighbour actually hit a passing car mid-section, he just could not see it coming. I have seen
similar accidents as well”
“I was once rear-ended by an impatient rat runner who objected to me pulling in to allow the oncoming
traffic to come by on Upwood Road. He decided he would intimidate me by ... screaming at me in the street
and coming at me in a threatening manner.”
“I literally can't see anything when pulling out of my drive and have to take the 'pull out and pray' approach.
On one occasion this did not work and a car had to stop very suddenly. The car was full of young men who...
got out and came and threatened us, shouting obscenities ... We had our young son in the car at the time ...
The incident left both my husband and me very shaken”
“No pedestrian pavements shared with cyclists”
“The development at Leegate is another reason to take action now on the parking/ traffic”
“The issue has gotten worse since the parking restrictions were brought in on the other side of Burnt Ash
Hill”
“The road is a nightmare in the mornings and evenings as a rat-run and as Lee Station is the first station from
London where commuters can park free all day”
“A new Upwood Road resident actually had a lot of hassle with parked cars with her daughter trying to park
close enough for her wheelchair”
“Tempers get so flared with the rat running traffic that I've heard obscenities being shouted at the lollipop
lady at the junior school entrance in front of the school children”
“Re the new school: I am astonished that anyone can think using Cambridge Drive and Leyland Road as a
parking lot for parents and teachers is acceptable. This would mean that there are schools using both ends
of these roads”
“As we are on the borough boundary, we are often left out of things by Lewisham Council although we have
paid rates/Council Tax to Lewisham for sixty years.”
“Lee is the only station in this zone surrounded by free parking. We are suffering as a result”
“You say we live in a great place. We used to. We still love the house and garden, just hate the traffic”

Page 20

WAYS SUGGESTED TO TACKLE THE ISSUES
“No parking 12.30-2.30 Monday to Friday”
“Parking definitely needs to be restricted at the Eltham Road end of Cambridge Drive”
“I have applied for the CPZ”
“At the junction Eltham rd and Cambridge drive, double yellow lines need to be continued. Present parking
means cars coming out from Cambridge drive prevent cars turning in from Eltham rd. It’s dangerous”
“We desperately need a CPZ. Two hours non parking a day would be fine”
“CPZ should apply Saturday as well as there can be quite a lot of parking then too”
“More planting and landscaping to add visual appeal to our streetscape would be appreciated”
“Re: timing of 'our' CPZ, I've had a thought and maybe 12.30 to 2.30 would be better - to give people time
to move their cars from one zone to the other if they work in Lee or are using the shops”
“We could put speed cameras perhaps to capture any rat runners speeding thru the street in lieu of a
complete blockage perhaps”
“12.30pm to 2.30pm seems fine, we are essentially just trying to get rid of the all day (and sometimes multiple
days when people go on holiday presumably) station parking”
“Block at 66 Upwood Rd, Cambridge Drive/Eltham Rd and Leyland Rd/Eltham Rd”
“I think the only option would be to block Cambridge Drive at the Eltham road end. With all the commuters
now parking all the way along and there being no passing spots it is a nightmare now to get down Dorville”
“i think the proposed CPZ times work well as they allow Colfes drop off and pick up but prevent the
commuter parking”
“I would want there to be some 30 min parking spaces at the end of Upwood Road to ensure that people
could use the shops in Lee without having to pay to ensure the shops are supported”
“Cambridge Drive is about the only street in the neighbourhood where there is no municipally planted trees...
Trees and other planting down the middle of the road with chicanes and pedestrian orientated surfaces”
“The Metropolitan Police hasn’t the time or resources to enforce 20mph speed limit ... Recently I came
across Speed Watch where local people monitor the roads in their neighbourhood and report speeding
vehicles to the police for further action”
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Sources used
London Borough of Lewisham website
Google Maps
Mapquest
Traffic Choices BS1
Office for National Statistics
London Borough of Lewisham Highway Register 2017
Kings College London www.londonair.org.uk (annual average pollution
figures 2013 used) and air quality directive (2008/EC/50)
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